Evaluation of optimized biplane pulmonary cineangiography.
Biplane pulmonary cineangiograms utilizing a short cine pulse width and automatic brightness control were performed in 47 patients during normal respiration. The diagnostic quality of the arteriograms was categorized as good in 33 patients, fair in 12 patients, and poor in two patients. Of the 18 patients in whom pulmonary emboli were identified, cineangiography displayed certain diagnostic features to advantage, including motion of emboli in ten and respiratory scissoring of vessels overcoming vascular superimposition in three. Optimized pulmonary cineangiography is an acceptable alternative to serial film pulmonary angiography for the diagnosis of pulmonary embolism.